Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 27th April 2026 held at the Civic Hall, Uppermill.
There were present:	           Cllrs H Bishop– Chair, B Beeley- Vice Chair
				E Adamson 	 S Al-Hamdani
				K Barton	 M Birchall 
				R Blackmore 	 J Garner 	
				P Gaul		 A Marland 	
				K Phillips	 M Powell	
L Thompson	 P Walsh		
B Witt		 A Wrigley.		

To receive apologies for Absence: Cllrs K Dawson, L Dawson, G Sheldon.
	

The Chair, Cllr Helen Bishop welcomed Councillors to the meeting and a Minute’s Silence was held for Mr Phil Woolas. 

3833. To receive Declarations of Interest: None were declared.
3834. To Receive Public Questions: None were received. 
3835. Chair’s Urgent Business 
	Cllr Bishop shared her concerns over the issues at Dovestones and that the Parish Council were not currently 	represented at the Dovestones Partnership, formed by OMBC, GMP, United Utilities and the RSPB. After 	discussion it was resolved that the Parish Council would write to the Dovestones Partnership stakeholders 	requesting a representative of the Parish Council be included in their meetings to enable Community 	representation. 
	Proposed Cllr Bishop, seconded Cllr Garner, carried.  The Clerk will action this request. 

3836. To receive a written application for the office of Parish Councillor and to co-opt a 	candidate to fill the existing vacancy
	A secret ballot was requested. Proposed Cllr Wrigley, seconded Cllr Al-Hamdani. 
	Mr Archie Duncan’s application for co-option had been shared prior to the meeting. He gave 	a 	resume and his reasons for applying for the position. 
	Cllr Phillips spoke in support of Mr Duncan. 

	Cllr Alhamdani advised that the standing orders state the long-held tradition that the nomination 	shall be the prerogative of the remaining Councillors in the same group as the member who had 	given cause for the casual vacancy; and that although this had not always been the case it the past, 	he asked Councillors to bear it in mind when making their decision.  
	The ballot was held and counted by Cllr Phillips, Cllr Beeley and overseen by the Clerk. 
	Results: 11 For; 4 Abstentions, 1 illegible. Carried. Mr Duncan was welcomed to take a seat at the 	Council table. The declaration of office was signed and witnessed by the Clerk. He will represent 	Delph and Denshaw ward. 




3837. Correspondence
· Network Rail Response to the Parish Council’s Statement of Case 
	This document had been shared prior to the meeting and it was discussed. It was agreed the 	response does not address the concerns that were raised in the Statement of Case. Cllr Beeley 	advised a further meeting with Network Rail had been arranged for 12th May. It was agreed that the 	Parish Council would write to the Network Rail Project Manager requesting an extension to the 	deadline of 12th May for receipt of proofs of evidence so a response can be sent following the 	meeting. The Clerk will action this.
· Response from North West Ambulance Service in relation to response times. 
	This document had been shared prior to the meeting and it was discussed. It was agreed the Parish 	Council would write back requesting they investigate the diversions first as this may well change 	their response. The Clerk will action this. 
· United Utilities Response to the Council’s recent correspondence in reference to the January Meeting Motion on Moorland Management 
	This document had been shared prior to the meeting and it was discussed. It was agreed to invite 	the new Area Engagement Lead Shy Bayly to the July meeting of the Council. The Clerk will action 	this. 

· Network Rail Letter 
	
	A letter received on 27 April was tabled at the meeting. Councillors were asked to read and digest it 	and raise any queries they have a soon as possible. 

3838. Notice of Motion - Recognising and Protecting the Rights of Rivers in Saddleworth 	Parish
	Proposed by: Cllr Alicia Marland; seconded by: Cllr Sam Al-Hamdani
	This Council recognises that rivers are vital to the ecological health, cultural heritage, and 	future sustainability of Saddleworth. The Parish is home to many beautiful rivers and brooks in the 	UK, including the Rivers Tame, Chew, Medlock and Woodbrook, providing habitats for unique and 	endangered species, supporting livelihoods, recreation, and the wellbeing of our residents.
	Despite this, Saddleworth’s rivers and brooks face growing pressures from pollution, climate 	change, land management, and development. Existing environmental protections are not 	preventing ongoing ecological decline. The United Nations has urged a fundamental shift in how 	humanity relates to nature, recognising our dependence on healthy ecosystems.
	To address these growing threats and to uphold our responsibilities to future generations, this 	Council resolves to formally recognise the Rights of Rivers, drawing inspiration from the 	Universal 	Declaration of the Rights of Rivers. These include, but are not limited to:
	• The right to flow – unimpeded, seasonal, and natural.
	• The right to perform essential functions within the ecosystem.
	• The right to be free from pollution and contamination.
	• The right to feed and be fed by sustainable aquifers and other freshwater sources.
	• The right to native biodiversity and restoration of ecological integrity.
	• The right to regeneration and restoration from environmental harm.
	This Council therefore resolves to:
a) Acknowledge the intrinsic rights of rivers within the jurisdiction of Saddleworth Parish Council.
b) Work with community groups, river trusts and environmental experts to identify and support the legal and practical recognition of these rights.
c) Embed river rights principles into Council policies, particularly those concerning planning, development, land use, water management, and biodiversity.
d) Advocate to national and regional bodies, including the Environment Agency, to adopt river rights frameworks and enhance protections for our freshwater ecosystems.
e) Support local initiatives and citizen monitoring efforts that protect and restore river health, such as citizen science water testing, riparian buffer planting, and sustainable agriculture partnerships.
f) Request that the Environment Agency publishes an annual "State of the Rivers" report to track progress.
Cllr Marland advised this Motion would set guiding principles; there was no risk to Council agreeing to this, it focusses on the work of 3rd parties and how the Parish Council can support them. Cllr Al-Hamdani commended the Motion to Councillors. 

	A proposed amendment from Cllr Gaul, seconded by Cllr Phillips, that canals be included in the 	Motion, had been shared prior to the meeting.	
	“In addition Saddleworth Parish Council recognises that canals are part of the rich biodiverse 	habitat and historic infrastructure and cherished public places of the Saddleworth area. Saddleworth 	Parish Council welcomes the governments strengthened approach to tackling water pollution and 	the promotion of nature based solutions to river pollution. The Parish Council welcomes the target to 	half sewage pollution by 2030 and welcomes the five year 104 billion pound Investment plan to 	upgrade infrastructure and reduce pollution”.
	There was some discussion around this and a vote was taken on the amendment; 5 in favour, 12 	against, the amendment was not carried.
	A vote was taken on the original Motion; 16 for, 0 against, 1 abstention, Motion carried.
	It was discussed and agreed that the TTE Committee (Traffic, Transport & Environment) would look 	into the rights of rivers, and to consider ways in which the Council could consider the ways in which 	we could work on celebrating the industrial heritage of the local canals. This will be added to the 	next agenda of the TTE. 
	To approve and confirm as a correct record the Draft Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 	23rd February 2026
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed at the meeting by the Chair. 	
Proposed Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Blackmore, carried. 

3839. To note the minutes of the Strategic Planning Committee Meeting held on 26th February 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Al-Hamdani and accepted. 

3840. To note the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 2nd March 2026
 The minutes were proposed by Cllr Blackmore, seconded Cllr Thompson and accepted. 

3841. To note the minutes of the TTE Committee Meeting held on 16th March 2026
	It was agreed the new sergeant of GMP be invited to the July Council meeting. Clerk to action. 
	With an addition agreed to point 7 the minutes were proposed by Cllr Phillips, seconded Cllr Witt 	and accepted.
3842. To note the minutes of the Joint Assets & Finance Committee Meeting held on 19th
 March 2026
	The minutes were proposed by Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded by Cllr Thompson and accepted.

3843. To note the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 7th April 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Beeley, seconded Cllr Thompson and accepted. 
3844.  To note the minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 13th April 2026 
  These minutes will be presented at the next Council meeting. 
3845.  Action Together Funding Application Update
Cllr Beeley advised a meeting was being held with Action Together to discuss the award and to prioritise the replacement lift and the works identified in the recent Fire Risk Assessment. 

3846.  Accounts for Payment: 
February 2026 Income £ 13,423.80	 Expenditure £ 23,060
	  The accounts were proposed by Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Marland and accepted. 
	     March 2026 Income      £ 15,179.25   Expenditure £ 29,942.65 
	 The accounts were proposed by Cllr Phillips, seconded Cllr Marland and accepted. 
	  Payments List, see appendix 1
3847. Annual Meeting - Microphones for discussion
	The Clerk asked Council to decide whether they wished to hire wireless microphones for this 	meeting, which is held in the ballroom, and it was discussed. It was agreed that the Council did not 	wish to hire and they would take up the kind offer to borrow two wireless microphones from the 	Satellite Centre. 

3848. Cllr Beeley Discussion around 2026-2027 
Cllr Beeley asked Councillors to consider the next year of office so ideas can be discussed and agreed at the Association of Councillors informal meeting 11th May. Cllr Beeley advised what she would like to happen regarding meetings and Committees. There was some discussion around this. Cllr Gaul advised that the changes made last year were to be reviewed after 12 months so this meeting is a good opportunity to do so. The Clerk advised that all documents for discussion and agreement will be shared prior to this meeting. Decisions made will be approved formally at the Annual meeting the following week.



 Date of the next meetings: 
		 Monday 11th May 2026 at 7.30pm - Association of Councillors Meeting
		 Monday 18th May 2026 at 6.15pm - Annual Parish Meeting
		 Monday 18th May 2026 at 7.30pm - Annual Meeting
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February 26 Payments

Bank Date Supplier Details Code  Amount £

02-Feb-26 LINK FIRE/SECURITY Fit Bulk Heads (x3) + Emergency Lighting (x2) 312 474.00

02-Feb-26 LINK FIRE/SECURITY Emergency Lighting (x2) - Balcony Stairs 312 354.00

02-Feb-26 LINK FIRE/SECURITY Wireles Door Contacts (x2) + Tamper/Label Devices 307 432.00

02-Feb-26 LINK FIRE/SECURITY VES - Snagging balance settled 311 164.99

02-Feb-26 LINK FIRE/SECURITY Maintenance Contracts - Fire / Emerg Lights / Intruder 307 558.00

02-Feb-26 LINK FIRE/SECURITY Fire Extinguishers x 4 + Relocated x 1 311 336.00

02-Feb-26 MBHARRINGTON  Salt x15 Bags + Gritting Cemetery x2 / Civic Hall x1 201 390.00

02-Feb-26 MBHARRINGTON  G33S Burial -  19/1/26 203 360.00

02-Feb-26 MBHARRINGTON  Slipper 155 Ashes Interment -  19/1/26 206 65.00

02-Feb-26 EASY WEB SITES  Website Management Fee x2 - 2/26 440 60.72

04-Feb-26 ASCENDANT LIFTS Dumb Waiter Assessment Call Out 312 294.00

06-Feb-26 SEFTONS  Payroll - 1/26 161 48.00

06-Feb-26 STAFF EXPENSES Scourering Pads x2 Packs 306 3.20

11-Feb-26 AFORD AWARDS  Xmas Illuminations Presentation -  Awards/Trophies 404 269.34

11-Feb-26 STAFF EXPENSES Office Coffee x2 169 12.25

12-Feb-26 SALARIES  Admin - 2/26 103 5,128.34

12-Feb-26 SALARIES  Civic  - 2/26 301 3,947.85

12-Feb-26 BRITISH GAS BUSINESS Electricity - 23/12/25 - 22/1/26 302 919.59

12-Feb-26 ROCHDALE MBC  DBS Check -(New Caretaker) 169 28.00

16-Feb-26 WATER PLUS  Water 1/26 (to 25/1/26) 321 545.96

16-Feb-26 CENTRE GLASS  Cleaning Consumables 306 196.73

16-Feb-26 STAFF EXPENSES Office Milk 169 1.65

16-Feb-26 SUM UP - Bank Charges  (Yoga) Memorial - Th 19/2/26 168 1.12

17-Feb-26 OMBC Pest Control 308 31.35

18-Feb-26 AMAZON Heavy Duty Black Cable Tyes - Stage Extensions 307 22.08

19-Feb-26 SUM UP - Bank Charges Ashes Slipper Plot 154 Reservation -   168 5.32

19-Feb-26 POST OFFICE Stamps 107 84.30

19-Feb-26 COOP Office Milk 169 1.65

20-Feb-26 HMRC  Tax & NI - Admin - 1/26 103 1,813.70

20-Feb-26 HMRC  Tax & NI - Civic - 1/26 301 975.99

20-Feb-26 COMMERCE BUSINESS Copier/Printer Usage   105 193.09

23-Feb-26 MBHARRINGTON  NR6A Burial -  11/2/26 203 360.00

23-Feb-26 MBHARRINGTON  J9N Ashes Interment -  15/2/26 206 100.00

23-Feb-26 MBHARRINGTON  I37N Burial -  20/2/26 203 360.00

23-Feb-26 PURE-TECH UK Water/Legionella Monitoring 5m 10/25 - 1/26 incl 307 276.00

23-Feb-26 ONE WINDOW CLEANING Civic Hall windows Cleaned - 13/2/26 306 132.50

23-Feb-26 STAPLES Stationery 105 41.16

23-Feb-26 STAFF EXPENSES Office Milk 169 1.65

24-Feb-26 EDF ENERGY  Gas - 1/26 303 856.60

24-Feb-26 HARVEYS WORKWEAR PPE/Uniform - new caretaker 305 57.72

25-Feb-26 TESCO Office Coffee x2 + Sweetners 169 15.40

26-Feb-26 SHORROCK TRICHEM Hygiene - Jan 26 316 158.14

27-Feb-26 PURE-TECH UK Water/Legionella Monitoring 2/26 307 69.00

27-Feb-26 STAFF EXPENSES Office Coffee x1 169 6.00

27-Feb-26 GMPF Pensions - Admin - 2/26 103 1,291.69

27-Feb-26 GMPF Pensions - Civic - 2/26 301 644.47

27-Feb-26 LINK FIRE/SECURITY Emergency Lighting - Various Repairs 312 480.00

27-Feb-26 LINK FIRE/SECURITY Replacement Car Park Camera - Main Entrance 312 132.00

27-Feb-26 STAFF EXPENSES Estate Mileage - 28/11/25 102 12.15

27-Feb-26 STAFF EXPENSES R&R Consumables - Bain Marie Container / Spills Scoop 307 27.75

27-Feb-26 STAFF EXPENSES Reed Courses - Food Hygiene / COSHH Training  124 19.00

27-Feb-26 PROTEC SECURITY Security - Sarah Byrne Academy Shows - 24+25/1/26 318 180.00

27-Feb-26 ELCONS HR/LAW  HR/Legal Consultancy (39) - 1/26 120 121.20

53

23,060.65         
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March 26 Payments

Bank Date Supplier Details Code  Amount £

02-Mar-26 PUBLIC WORKS LOANS Capital Repayment 319 5,531.96

02-Mar-26 PUBLIC WORKS LOANS Interest 320 69.37

03-Mar-26 GREENFIELD PUBLISHING Monthly Advert - 3/26 441 98.40

03-Mar-26 EASY WEB SITES  Website Management Fee x2 - 3/26 440 60.72

03-Mar-26 SEFTONS  Payroll - 2/26 161 48.00

03-Mar-26 INFINITY IT Office 365 Annual Subs -Feb 110 7.20

04-Mar-26 STAFF EXPENSES PPE - Safety Boots 305 35.00

09-Mar-26 STAFF EXPENSES Office Milk 169 1.85

10-Mar-26 CAPRICORN SECURITY Security - Eagles Tribute 7/2/26 318 342.00

13-Mar-26 SALARIES  Admin - 3/26 103 5,064.19

13-Mar-26 SALARIES  Civic  - 3/26 301 4,811.57

13-Mar-26 BRITISH GAS BUSINESS Electricity - 23/1/26 - 21/2/26 302 1,154.78

16-Mar-26 MORRISONS Office Soap / Anti-Bac Spray 169 1.85

16-Mar-26 COOP Office Milk 169 1.45

17-Mar-26 EDF ENERGY  Gas - 2/26 303 576.17

17-Mar-26 HYDE TROPHIES  Spirit of Saddleworth - Volunteer Trophies 490 173.80

17-Mar-26 OMBC Pest Control 308 31.35

18-Mar-26 HELEN BISHOP  Spirit of Saddleworth - Buffet Lunch 490 31.86

18-Mar-26 HELEN BISHOP  Civic Ball Drinks (G&T Cans) 160 14.00

19-Mar-26 WATER PLUS  Water 2/26 (to 25/2/26) 321 658.49

19-Mar-26 TESCO Spirit of Saddleworth - Drinks 490 116.09

20-Mar-26 HMRC  Tax & NI - Admin - 2/26 103 1,883.46

20-Mar-26 HMRC  Tax & NI - Civic - 2/26 301 791.15

20-Mar-26 COMMERCE BUSINESS Copier/Printer Usage   105 91.72

20-Mar-26 SUM UP - Bank Charges  Civic Ball Tickets x2 168 1.35

23-Mar-26 BNP PARIBAS LEASING  Copier Lease (Quarterly) 105 182.46

24-Mar-26 HELEN BISHOP  Spirit of Saddleworth - Buffet Lunch 490 76.91

24-Mar-26 STAFF EXPENSES Office Tea Bags 169 3.25

24-Mar-26 STAFF EXPENSES Civic Ball Drinks (Wine) 160 68.10

26-Mar-26 HELEN BISHOP ,  Civic Ball Drinks (Prosecco / Various) 160 451.69

26-Mar-26 NAT WEST - CASH Chairman's Allowance Balance 101 500.00

27-Mar-26 PREACTION LTD  EDF Electricity Contract Settlement 302 600.00

27-Mar-26 MICK FERRY CB  Civic Ball Comedian 160 500.00

27-Mar-26 HELEN BISHOP  Chairman's Allowance 2nd Payment 101 350.00

27-Mar-26 X2 CONNECT LTD  DobX Red Telephone Repalcement - Deposit 434 250.00

27-Mar-26 SUM UP - Bank Charges  Slipper Reservation 168 5.32

30-Mar-26 SHORROCK TRICHEM Hygiene - 3/26 316 158.14

31-Mar-26 CENTRE GLASS  Cleaning Consumables 306 198.77

31-Mar-26 ELCONS HR/LAW  HR/Legal Consultancy (40) - 2/26 120 121.20

31-Mar-26 INFINITY IT Office 365 Annual Subs - March 110 7.20

31-Mar-26 GMPF Pensions - Admin - 3/26 103 1,248.26

31-Mar-26 GMPF Pensions - Civic - 3/26 301 897.67

31-Mar-26 MICK SWIFT Dobcross Bus Shelter rebuild (Insurance claim) 431 1,890.00

31-Mar-26 LINK FIRE/SECURITY Fit Bulk Heads x5 - CC / Metal Fire Exit / Bar Stairs 312 606.00

31-Mar-26 CHRIS LEES  Misc Consumables - Batteries / Bulbs / Dorr Handle 307 91.50

31-Mar-26 HELEN BISHOP Civic Ball Bar Stock 160 91.20

31-Mar-26 NAT WEST  Bank Charges 29/11/25-27/2/26 168 47.20

47

29,942.65         



1     Minutes   of the   Ordinary Meeting of the  Parish Council   27 th   April   2026   held   at  the Civic Hall,  Uppermill.   There were present :                C ll r s   H Bishop –   Chair ,   B Beeley -   Vice Chair           E Adamson      S Al - Hamdani           K Barton     M Birchall            R Blackmore      J Garner              P Gaul       A Marland              K Phillip s     M Powell     L Thompson     P Walsh       B Witt       A Wrigley .         To receive apologies for Absence:  Cllrs   K Dawson, L Dawson,   G Sheldon.         The Chair, Cllr Helen Bishop welcomed Councillors to the meeting   and a Minute’s Silence  was   held for Mr  Phil Woolas .       3833.   T o receive Declarations of Interest:  None were declared .   3834.   To Receive Public Questions :  None were received.     3835.   Chair’s Urgent Business      Cllr Bishop  shared her concerns ov e r the issues at Dovestones and that the Parish Council were not currently    represented at  the Dovestones Partnership , formed by OMBC,  GMP, United Utilities and the RSPB.   After    discussion it was resolved that the Parish Council would write to the Dovestones  Partnership stakeholders    requesting a representative of the Parish Council be  included  in their meetings  to enable Community    representation.      Proposed   C llr Bish o p, seconded Cllr Garner, carried.   The Clerk will action this request.      3836.   To receive a written application for the office of Parish Councillor and to co - opt a    candidate to fill the existing vacancy     A secret ballot was requested.   Proposed Cllr Wrigley, seco n ded Cllr  Al - Hamdani.      Mr Archie Duncan ’s application for co - option had been shared prior to the meeting. He gave    a    re sume   and his reasons for applying for the position.      Cllr Phillips spoke in support of Mr Duncan.        Cllr Alhamdani   advised  that the standing orders state  the long - held tradition that the nomination    shall be the prerogative of the remaining Councillors in the same group as the member who had    given cause for the casual vacancy ;   and that although this h a d not always been the case it the past,    he asked Councillors  to bear it in mind when making their decision.        The ballot was held and counted by Cllr Phillips, Cllr Beeley and overseen by the Clerk.      Results: 11 For;  4 Abstentions, 1 il l egible.   Carried.   Mr Duncan was  welcomed to take a seat at the    Council table. The declaration of office was signed and witnessed by the Clerk.  He will represent    Delph and Denshaw ward.           

